
   
 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church, McAllen 
Sunday Worship – August 14, 2022 

 

 

 

 

              

Opening Sentences        

• God gives justice to the weak and the orphan; God rescues the lost and the 

needy. Blessed be the one, holy and living God, now and forever. 

• Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  
 

Prelude  

Church for A New Time 

God Summons Us To: 
 Faithful Growth        Bold Witness 

 Compassionate Mission 

Depression Bread Line 

FDR Memorial; Washington, D.C. 
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Call to Worship   
God is moving in the world, 

with flames of justice and waters of mercy. 

Christ is calling in the world, 

with whispers of love and cries of compassion. 

Let us worship the One who creates the world 

and lend our voices to the Spirit’s song. 
     

Opening Hymn  God of Great and God of Small   GG #19 
God of great and God of small, 

God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, 

God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 

God of land and sky and sea, 

God of life and destiny, 

God of never-ending power, 

yet beside me every hour, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 

God of silence, God of sound, 

God by whom the lost are found, 

God of day and darkest night, 

God whose love turns wrong to right, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 

God of heaven and God of earth, 

God of death and God of birth, 

God of now and days before,  

God who reigns forevermore. 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 
 

Prayer of the Day   
Faithful God, 

you have blessed us with the inheritance of grace 

that we might live as people of justice, 

righteousness, and peace. 

Stir in us your power and fill us with the love of Christ, 

strong and true, 

that we may be always eager  

to serve your promised reign of peace. Amen.  
 

Call to Confession    
Let us confess our sin, for God is gracious and strong to save. 

Prayer of Confession  
O God, you are nearby and far off, 

in our every moment and in the highest heaven. 

Forgive us when we would rather not remember you 

in the everyday moments of our lives: 

when choosing you would mean responding to our neighbors’ need; 

when following you would challenge and upend our comfortable assumptions; 

when listening to you would change the life we have grown to love. 

Forgive us, God of mercy, and love us into your reign of true justice and peace. 
 

A moment of silent prayer.     
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Declaration of Forgiveness  
Beloved, your sins are forgiven, 

for God is merciful and just. 

Therefore, let us be reconciled to the Lord and to one another, 

walking together in the light of Christ.  

Act of Praise  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, v. 3   GG #611 
Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 

Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 

Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.    

 

Passing the Peace of Christ         
The peace of our Lord be with you all. / And also with you. 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, 

and prepare our hearts to accept your word. 

Silence in us any voice but your own, 

that, hearing, we may also obey your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Reading from the Psalms     Psalm 82 (The Message) 
God calls the judges into his courtroom, 

he puts all the judges in the dock. 
2 “Enough! You’ve corrupted justice long enough, 

you’ve let the wicked get away with murder. 
3 You’re here to defend the defenseless, 

to make sure that underdogs get a fair break; 
4 Your job is to stand up for the powerless, 

and prosecute all those who exploit them.” 
 

5 Ignorant judges! Head-in-the-sand judges! 

They haven’t a clue what’s going on. 

And now everything’s falling apart, 

the world’s coming unglued. 
 

6 “I appointed you judges, each one of you, 

deputies of the High God, 
7 But you’ve betrayed your commission 

and now you’re stripped of your rank, busted.” 
 

8 O God give them what they’ve got coming! 

You’ve got the whole world in your hands!   
The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon    
 

Affirmation of Faith     from The Confession of 1967 
Life is a gift to be received with gratitude 

and a task to be pursued with courage. 

People are free to seek like 

within the purpose of god: 

to develop and protect the resources of nature 

for the common welfare, 

to work for justice and peace in society, 

and in other ways to use their creative powers 

for the fulfillment of human life.  (9.17) 
 

Reflection Hymn   O for a World    GG #372 
O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways, 

where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise. 
 

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved, 

where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 
 

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice 

that opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 
 

The poor are rich, the weak are strong; the foolish ones are wise. 

Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, who perishes will rise. 
 

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace, 

where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.  

 
    

 

illustration from The Big Umbrella 

Amy June Bates, illustrator 

Juniper Bates, author 
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Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer  
God of mercy, 

throughout the ages you have led your children 

thought trial and hardship, 

providing all our needs, 

and speaking words of promise. 

Confident of your faithfulness, 

we bring to you our prayers for the world. 
 

We pray for the mission of your church, 

that it may plant and grow faithful people to serve others in love. 
 

We pray for the world, 

that all might tend to your justice and watch for your coming reign. 
 

We pray for all who suffer, 

that our care for them might reveal your healing. 
 

We pray for your creation, 

that we may cultivate its flourishing. 
 

Particular needs of this day 
 

We remember before you those who have died 

and pray for those who will die today, 

that they may rest in light divine. 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Let us pray together as Christ has taught us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven …    
 

Invitation to the Offering  
God calls us to do justice 

for those who are vulnerable 

and to maintain the rights 

of people who are poor. 
 

We are invited to answer the call 

through the offering of our lives – 

our physical resources 

and our spiritual gifts. 

Let us join God’s work in the world. 

Offertory   
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Act of Dedication        Lord of All Good, v. 3       GG #711  
Father, whose bounty all creation shows, 

Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 

to you with grateful hearts ourselves we give.  

Offertory Prayer  
We trust, O God, 

in your provision and in your loving kindness. 

Use these gifts and our lives 

that we might bear your fruit with praise and thanksgiving. Amen. 
 

Hymn   Song of Hope (in English and Spanish)   GG #765 
May the God of hope go with us every day, 

filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race.  

Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 

working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

Dios de la esperanza, danos go-zo y paz ! 

Al mundo en crisis, habla tu verdad. 

Dios de las justicia, mándanos tu luz, 

luz y esperanza en la os-cu-ri-dad. 

Oremos por la paz, cantemos de tu amor. 

Luchemos por la paz, fieles a ti, Seňor. 
 

The Life of the Church        
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Congregational Response  Song of Hope, refrain  GG #765 
Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 

working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

Postlude 
              

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Rev. Kathryn J. Escandell  Margie Karst   Ann Rowland 

Beverly Avila    Robert Garza   Ale Pacheco  

              

FPC McAllen Contact Information: 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1029; McAllen, TX 78505           Church phone: 956-682-2836 

Pastor:  fpcpastorkathy@gmail. com Church Administrator:  fpchurch@sbcglobal.net 
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